
naturally!
Trails for know

ledge in 
S

kara m
unicipality



summary

What is the project about?
T

his project focuses on hiking 
trails that together w

ith key 
projects w

orks as a driving force in 
m

aking people stay out in nature 
m

ore. T
he cause is to increase the 

know
ledge about our nature and 

the environm
ent. Few

er and few
er 

people are staying outdoors, w
hich 

decreases the know
ledge, therefore 

the am
bition is to increase the 

value of the nature through an 
outspread “naturum

”. T
he projects 

im
poves the tourism

 in the 
surrounding area, the connection 
betw

een urban and rural, and the 
public health for S

kara residents.

T
he project argue for better 

connection betw
een tourism

 
destinations in the m

unicipality, 
both by foot and by bike. T

he 
areas north and south of S

kara 
are focus for the project, since 
im

portant connections are m
issing 

in these places, and the areas 
feel to som

e extent forgotten. A
n 

im
portant focus is to sim

plify the 
contact betw

een the tow
n and the 

countryside and nature. T
herefore 

it’s im
portant that there are 

activities that are both closeby and 
that feels easy to reach.

T
he key projects that are suggested 

along the hiking trails are sm
aller 

built projects that aim
 to increase 

know
ledge about nature and to 

experience nature w
ith several 

senses to get a closer relation to it. 
T

hey can be specific destinations 
that m

akes people w
ant to hike a 

certain route or a positive elem
ent 

for already experienced w
alkers. 

T
he key projects are w

ith its focus 
on the senses a w

ay of interact w
ith 

nature in an active w
ay.

In today’s society, w
ith the clim

ate 
changes and threats w

e stand upon, 
it feels im

portant to spread the 
know

ledge about the nature w
e’ve 

got and how
 im

portant it is for the 
hum

an being. B
y strengthen the 

nature and the cultural landscape 
of S

kara it becom
es som

ething 
to feel pride aboute and creates a 
strong identity for the m

unicipality.



Vision 2030

orienteer , 75 years old
Family With young children

child, 5 years old
artist, 32 years old

“I’ve been active in the O
rienteering 

association for 47 years. Som
ething I’ve 

really m
issed after a run in the w

oods 
is a dip in the river and a hot sauna. A

 
couple of years ago w

e decided to build 
a sauna and w

e’ve never looked back. 
Is there anything m

ore peaceful than to 
sit in the sauna and w

atch F
lian flow

 by 
outside?”

“F
inally there is som

ething to do w
hen 

the rain is pouring dow
n! Taking 

the train to T
veta station, and giving 

the kids a deeper understanding for 
farm

ing feels im
portant for us. L

ast 
year w

e joined in grow
ing carrots and 

during the fall w
e attended the harvest 

party. T
he kids w

ere so proud being 
able to eat som

ething they actually grew
 

them
selves.”

“T
he w

orld of know
ledge is so m

uch 
fun! I tried sitting in the big funnels and 
listened to the nature. C

lim
bing w

as fun 
too! L

ast spring w
e got to fill the info- 

box w
ith things w

e found in the forest. 
I learned that a tree could be very old. 
M

ore than one hundred years old!”

“W
e’ve got a lot of talented artist in our 

m
unicipality and w

e’ve got w
onderful 

nature areas. To find a platform
 for 

us artists has been im
portant and to 

com
bine creative creation w

ith nature 
is very exciting. I hope this project can 
strengthen the individual connection 
w

ith nature and m
ake people realize 

w
hat am

azing creation it really is.
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sustainable development in a local context

the project group

T
he course “P

lanning and design 
for sustainable developm

ent in 
a local context” is held at the 
m

aster’s program
 at the institution 

of A
rchitecture at C

halm
ers 

U
niversity of Technology. E

ach year 
the students w

ork w
ith a sm

aller 
m

unicipality in the V
ästra G

ötaland 
region, this year it’s located in S

kara 
m

unicipality. 

T
he them

e for this year’s course 
is the connection betw

een urban 
and rural. D

uring the course, w
hich 

runs from
 S

eptem
ber to January, 

w
e’ve had close contact w

ith 
different actors in S

kara, m
ainly the 

planning office. Interview
s and site 

analysis has been im
portant points 

of departure in the design of our 
project.

T
he group that has been w

orking 
together has different academ

ic 
backgrounds. E

m
m

a, A
lice and 

M
atilda has their bachelor degree 

in architecture from
 C

halm
ers 

U
niversity of Technology w

hile 
Fredrika has a bachelor degree in 
spatial planning from

 B
lekinge 

U
niversity of Technology.

W
e think that our different 

backgrounds give the project 
another dim

ension as w
e’ve 

alternated betw
een different scales 

in our discussions and sketches 
throughout the project.

Course information
the assignm

ent and the project group
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strenghts

sW
ot, deVelopment goals & strategies

local development goals
1. S

kara has a strong tourism
 

industry built upon culture, food 
and nature experiences

5. S
kara is w

alkable and bicycle 
friendly w

ith good public transport 
and less car dependency

7. In S
kara w

e support our local 
farm

ers and have a good urban-rural 
connectivity

8. S
kara is an attractive place to live 

in w
ith a strong sense of com

m
unity 

w
here people of all ages and 

backgrounds are w
elcom

e

- S
trengthen S

kara’s identity as a 
rural-urban m

unicipality

- E
nhance urban/rural connectivity 

both visually, physically and m
entally

- G
ather people and support cultural 

activities on the countryside

- D
evelop tourism

- Increase know
ledge in agriculture

- C
reate a m

ore bikeable and 
w

alkable m
unicipality

B
efore w

e started w
orking w

ith the 
in-depth project about hiking trails 
w

e’ve had six w
eeks of analysis 

w
ithin the design studio. W

e looked 
at the local situation in S

kara 
m

unicipality together w
ith trends 

and challenges for the developm
ent 

of S
kara. T

he analysis w
as concluded 

in a com
m

on S
W

O
T

 (S
trengths, 

W
eaknesses, O

pportunities, T
hreats), 

eleven developm
ent goals and 

strategies to reach the goals. H
ere 

the m
aterial that are relevant for our 

project are presented and they w
ork 

as point of departure for our project.   

strategies

point oF departure

previous analysis from
 the course

opportunities

WeaKnesses

threats

to build upon

to overcom
e

to use

to im
prove

- A
 recognized cultural heritage 

and history, a unique landscape 
- S

m
all scale – a cozy city that 

is w
alkable and bikeable

- C
loseness betw

een urban and 
rural areas 
- G

reen and blue spaces in and 
around the tow

n of S
kara

- M
any tourist attractions

- A
gricultural research and 

know
ledge

- W
eak m

ental and physical 
connection betw

een urban 
and rural areas 

- L
ow

 interest in/support for 
local produce

- P
hysical and social 

segregation

- C
ontradictive identity

- Increased experience based 
tourism

- N
ew

 green w
ave

- N
ew

 technologies and 
digitalization could connect 
urban and rural

- T
he urban norm

- Food security uncertainty

- C
apitalism

 – U
nstable global 

econom
y



10

Human & nature
the hum

an need of nature

the right oF public access
“You’re using the right of public 
access “A

llem
ansrätten” w

hen you 
are w

alking, kayaking or sitting on a 
stone and thinking. A

llem
ansrätten 

is a unique opportunity to m
ove 

freely in nature. B
ut w

e also have to 
take responsibility for nature and 
anim

al life and show
 respect tow

ards 
landow

ners and other visitors. 
B

y other m
eans, not disturb - not 

destroy” (N
aturvårdsverket, 2015a).

less people stay outdoors
A

ccording to research from
 S

L
U

 
(S

w
edish U

niversity of A
gricultural 

S
ciences) the interest about nature 

has decreased w
ith ten percent 

the last 30 years. W
e pick less 

m
ushroom

s and berries and few
er 

S
w

edes take longer w
alks w

ith 
overnight stays in a cabin or tent.

O
ne of the reasons could be that 

m
any S

w
edes are m

ore than 
three generations aw

ay from
 the 

connection w
ith the countryside 

(E
ricsson, D

ahl &
 S

andström
, 2009).

decreasing KnoWledge
D

uring sum
m

er 2014 K
olm

ården’s 
zoo together w

ith N
ovus did a 

survey  about people’s know
ledge 

about anim
als and nature. It w

as 
clear that both know

ledge and 
interest about anim

als and nature 
is higher am

ong the higher ages in 
com

parison w
ith the young. T

he 
survey also show

s that the younger 
generation spend less tim

e in nature 
in com

parison w
ith the older. If the 

know
ledge about the nature w

e all 
descend from

 decreases there’s a 
risk w

e loose im
portant know

ledge 
(K

olm
ården, 2014).
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urban-rural connection
Tourism

 in the surrounding areas 
supports both the tow

n and the 
countryside. W

hen m
ore people 

visit the countryside there is a better 
basis for local initiatives and new

 
labour possibilities such as farm

 
shops and lodging. S

ince everybody 
that lives in the city doesn’t have 
nature in their neighborhood, the 
links betw

een these are im
portant, 

especially how
 these connections are 

designed and how
 easy they are to 

use (Z
ettersten, 2007).

tourism in the surroundings
Today’s tourism

 is not sustainable. 
W

ith increasing long travels by 
airplane w

e increase the carbon 
dioxide spill a lot. For exam

ple a 
flight to T

hailand contributes w
ith 

alm
ost 200 tim

es as m
uch as taking 

the train w
ithin S

tockholm
 (K

T
H

, 
2014).

B
y instead explore nearby cities and 

m
unicipalities and nature w

e could 
decrease our ecological footprint 
and do the planet w

e live on a favor.

experiencebased KnoWledge
T

he know
ledge should begin in the 

concrete. T
hat could be reached 

by increasing fam
iliarity w

ith the 
changing seasons, processes and 
phenom

ena in the urban landscape, 
w

oodland, farm
land and w

ater 
scenery. B

y m
ixing education w

ith 
entertainm

ent in an experience 
based learning the relation becom

es 
m

ore profound. T
he experience 

is better the m
ore personal it is. 

Yesterday’s everyday life in the 
free becom

es the  future’s place to 
explore (S

zczepanski, 2011).
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nature & health
T

he costs for stress related diseases 
increase in S

w
eden. A

ccording to 
m

any research reports the health is 
im

proved and our stress levels drop 
by staying outdoors in nature. 

A
fter only five m

inutes in the 
nature low

ers our pulse and blood 
pressure and the am

ount of stress 
horm

ones in the blood decreases. 
T

his is because the psychological 
distance to dem

ands and routines 
in the everyday life and that nature 
catches out interest. T

he brain reacts 
positively tow

ards the input that 
nature experiences bring - colors, 
sm

ells and sounds (Z
ettersten, 2007).

Im
pressions from

 nature creates 
feelings of sym

pathy, com
fort, the 

w
ish to collaborate, it im

proves our 
short-term

 m
em

ory and increases 
our concentration. A

ccording to 
G

rahn &
 S

kärbäck (2015) there 
are eight different character of 

experience that are desirable for 
natural areas that m

eet our general 
needs. O

ut of these character 
“peacefulness”, “w

ildness” and 
“pleasance” are de-stressing and 
therefore im

portant ingredients in 
the design of natural areas. 

T
he sam

e m
agazine found that if one 

has a low
 acreage green environm

ent 
w

ith high acreage further than 1 
kilom

eter of their hom
e the risk 

of dying before retirem
ent age 

increases.

F
urtherm

ore it’s show
n that 

the areas in cities w
here the 

“peacefulness factor” is high, the 
household incom

e is high, w
hy it’s 

even m
ore im

portant that there 
are high quality nature spaces 
close to hom

e, regardless of area of 
residence. T

he nature is for free and 
for everyone.
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goals For outdoor liFe policies
In D

ecem
ber 2012 the governm

ent 
in S

w
eden decided upon ten goals 

for the outdoor life policy. T
he goals 

support the outdoor life actors and 
the point of departure is a rich 
access to nature, the individual’s 
interest and the engagem

ent 
from

 non-profit organizations’ 
com

m
itm

ent to the opportunity for 
outdoor activities (N

aturvårdsverket, 
2015e).

O
ur project aim

s tow
ards the sam

e 
goals, since w

e consider it im
portant 

for S
kara m

unicipality as w
ell. 

In addition to these objectives, it 
feels im

portant to strengthen the 
local nature and cultural landscape, 
in term

s of agriculture and farm
ing.

T
he goals are as follow

:

1. A
ccessible nature for everybody

2. S
trong com

m
itm

ent and 
collaboration

3. T
he right of public access

4. A
ccess to the countryside for 

outdoor activities

5. A
ttractive nature close to urban 

areas

6. S
ustainable regional grow

th and 
rural developm

ent

7. P
rotected areas as resource for 

outdoor recreation

8. A
 rich outdoor life at school

9. O
utdoor activities for good health

10. G
ood know

ledge of outdoor life





2
.

analysis
- m

ethod
- the tourism

 of Skara today &
 in the future

- tourist destinations in Skara m
unicipality

- seasons
- connections &

 protected areas
- character of the landscape
- existing w

alking trails 
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metHod

inventories
intervieWs

material & maps
To get a better local know

ledge w
e 

found it im
portant to visit S

kara a 
several tim

es and w
e have travelled 

around in the m
unicipality by 

different m
eans of transportation, 

from
 bus to bike, to understand the 

accessibility.

D
uring our visits w

e have 
experienced nature, talked to the 
local citizens and interview

ed people 
of im

portance for our project to try 
to grasp the local context.

To get a better know
ledge about 

the m
entality about tourism

, 
nature and trekking it w

e have 
interview

ed different actors from
 the 

m
unicipality and V

ästra G
ötaland. 

W
e have talked to people on the 

streets, the tourist inform
ation, the 

ow
ner of H

errtorp m
ill, U

lf L
indén 

from
 S

kara m
unicipality w

ho w
as 

in charge of the project  “S
kara i 

m
atlandet S

verige” and the architect 
Per N

adén w
ho w

orks w
ith tourism

 
in sm

aller m
unicipalities. 

W
e have studied a large am

ount of 
m

aps regarding hiking trails, both 
from

 the m
unicipality of S

kara but 
also m

aps from
 other parts of the 

w
orld. 

M
oreover w

e have read articles and 
reports about trails to get a better 
understanding of different types of 
trails and how

 nature experiences 
influence people’s everyday life. 

the w
orking process
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D
et äkta, g

enuina 
och okonstlad

e
U
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rung

et, jord
b

ruket, 
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od
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H
istorien, kyrkorna, 

stenåld
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ed
eltid

en

Jordnära upplevelser i det ursprungliga Sverige Land
skap

et, naturen, vid
d

erna, 
b

erg
en och sjöarna

F
igure 1

P
lan for m

oving E
20

Potential residential areas

tHe tourism in sKara & tHe future
m

unicipal, regional and national plans for the future

moving e20 & neW residential areas
O

ne of the m
ost im

portant projects 
for the future of S

kara is the plan for 
m

oving E
20. T

here is a national plan 
for im

proving the road and in S
kara 

the investigation w
ill start year 2021. 

Today there is a proposal of m
oving 

the road to the northw
estern corner 

of the m
unicipality (m

arked in pink). 

In the future the old E
20, today 

passing by in the southern part 
of the C

ity of S
kara, w

ill m
ost 

likely be left the w
ay it is since it is 

considered to be of great im
portance  

(Trafikverket, 2012).

N
ew

 residential areas (m
arked in 

orange) are m
ainly planned in the 

edges of the C
ity of S

kara, close to 
the big roads. W

e believe that the 
expansion of S

kara requires w
ays of 

overbridging the barriers that E
20, 

B
rogårdsvägen and R

oad 184 are 
today (S

kara kom
m

un, 2005).

tourism strategy
S

kara M
unicipality has everything 

from
 fields and a unique kam

e 
landscape to plateau m

ountains 
and dense forest. M

oreover there 
are areas w

ith the densest am
ount 

of ancient rem
ains in the N

ordic 
countries and is often called the 
cradle of S

w
eden. 

E
ven though the m

unicipality has 
a lot to offer m

ost people associate 
S

kara w
ith S

kara S
om

m
arland. 

D
ue to this fact V

ästsvenska 
Turistrådet (2010) have w

ritten 
S

karaborgsvisionen, a docum
ent 

about the developm
ent of the tourist 

industry in S
karaborg. 

T
he keyw

ords for the developm
ent 

is sm
all scale, close to nature, 

com
m

itm
ent, inartificial and 

native. T
he docum

ent stress that 
the connections betw

een the 
destinations are just as im

portant 
as the destinations them

selves. B
y 

encouraging the beauty of nature, 
the field, the forests and lakes w

e 
believe that S

kara could have a m
ore 

obvious place on the m
ap. M

oreover 
nature experiences are for free and 
accessible for everyone. 
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tourist destinations in sKara

laKe hornborga & sKara sommarland

existing tourist destinations

T
he m

ain tourist destinations in 
S

kara today are S
kara S

om
m

arland, 
L

ake H
ornborga, tourism

 in the 
footsteps of the m

edieval K
night 

Tem
plar A

rn and Varnhem
. A

round 
the m

unicipality there are a lot of 
hostels, bed and breakfasts, hotels 
and cam

ping sites. 

D
uring the sum

m
er m

onths the old 
railw

ay is in use w
ith and old steam

 
train that travels betw

een S
kara and 

L
undsbrunn. It is an activity that 

m
ainly attracts fam

ilies w
ith kids. 

A
fter speaking w

ith the staff 
at the tourist inform

ation w
e 

understood that there is a lack of 
indoor activities for fam

ilies in the 
m

unicipality. W
hen the w

eather is 
bad during sum

m
er and tourists 

that visit S
kara S

om
m

arland ask 
for activities the staff m

ainly send 
them

 to the adventure bath in 
S

kövde m
unicipality (personal 

com
m

unication at S
kara Tourist 

office).

A
s m

entioned earlier there are a 
lot of different tourist attractions 
in S

kara m
unicipality. To get a 

better overview
 w

e m
apped out the 

existing destinations together w
ith 

accom
m

odation. M
any of them

 
are close to each other in clusters 
outside S

kara tow
n w

ith fairly bad 
connection betw

een them
, both 

physically and m
entally. 

T
he tourist inform

ation rarely 
inform

s about the extraordinary 
nature around the ravine in the 
northern part of the m

unicipality 

(U
ddetorp nature trail) of F

lianleden 
in the south, an area that is 
protected by N

atura 2000 (personal 
com

m
unication at S

kara Tourist 
office).

A
ccording to the ow

ner of H
errtorp 

m
ill, m

any of his custom
ers are 

generally interested in nature. W
hen 

they ask for places to hike he refers 
them

 to Valle since the netw
ork for 

hiking in the southern parts is badly 
developed even though the nature is 
interesting. 

a variety of tourist destinations but bad connections betw
een them
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other destinations
In the shade of the larger 
tourist destinations there 
are a lot of sm

aller, m
ore 

hidden places w
orth to pay 

a visit. 

H
errtorp m

ill (2015) is an 
old m

ill by F
lian that offers 

food, accom
m

odation and 
activities such as beaver 
safari and canoeing from

 
M

arch until S
eptem

ber.  

H
alleberg B

ed &
 B

reakfast 
(2015) offers charm

ing 
accom

m
odation south of 

F
lian.

B
y the outfall of L

ake 
H

ornborga, along the 
existing trails there is a bird 
w

atching tow
er from

 w
here 

you can see the cranes 
(S

kara Turistbyrå, 2013b).  

H
alla m

ill is a beautiful 
old w

ater m
ill w

ith a w
eir 

w
orth visiting (Q

varn 
M

arum
, 2015).

Petersburg is the starting 
point of three w

orkout 
paths. O

n the site there is a 
building that offers locker 
room

s, show
er and sauna 

(S
kara kom

m
un, 2015). 

T
he boarding school 

U
ddetorp offers tw

o 
agricultural program

 
and has a farm

 as a part 
of the education (V

ästra 
G

ötalandsregionen, 2015). 

P
lanteringen is run by 

S
kara m

ission covenant 
church (2015) and have a 
café during sum

m
er w

ith 
activities such as m

ini golf. 

N
abbeborg is a plateu 

surrounded of ravines on 
three sides w

ith rem
nants 

of old graves and a castle 
(S

kara Turistbyrå, 2013a).

M
yråsen is one of the stops 

along the old railw
ay. It 

consists of a sm
all society 

w
ith an equestrian club 

(S
kara-L

undsbrunns 
Järnvägar, 2015).
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                                cranes- lake hornborg

a

                          harvest

hunting season

culture week

StoChampionatet

Skara - Lundsbrunn railway             Skara Sommarland

cherry trees - Valle

F
igure 2

F
igure 3

F
igure 4

F
igure 5

F
igure 6

F
igure 7

activities all year round

seasons

L
ike m

ost parts of S
w

eden the 
am

ount of tourists are peaking 
during the sum

m
er m

onths in S
kara 

m
unicipality. H

ow
ever S

kara attracts 
a lot of tourists during springtim

e 
as w

ell w
hen the cranes return and 

dance by L
ake H

ornborga. 

A
fter the crane dance the cherry 

trees blossom
 in Valle m

aking 
the nature reserves particularly  
beautiful. 

T
he harvest tim

e is of great 
im

portance as w
ell because of 

the large am
ount of farm

s in the 
m

unicipality. A
t this tim

e a year 
there is a farm

ers m
arket in S

kara 
tow

n w
ith locally produced food. 

D
uring fall there is a culture w

eek 
in S

kara w
ith exhibitions, concerts, 

a ghost tour and plays, to give a few
 

exam
ples (personal com

m
unication 

at S
kara Tourist office). 

events throughout the year in Skara M
unicipality
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N
ational interest nature

N
ational interest w

ind
W

ildlife sanctuary
N

ature reserve
N

atura 2000

B
ike paths

P
ublic transport

B
us stop

R
ailw

ay stop
Pedestrian underpass

ConneCtions & proteCted areas

bicycle & public transportation

nature reserves & natura 2000

T
he bike paths in the m

unicipality 
are often along country roads and 
poorly connected to each other or 
different destinations. T

hough there 
is an ongoing project to im

prove the 
bicycle netw

ork in the m
unicipality 

(V
ästtrafik, 2015). 

T
he public transport system

 is 
relatively w

ell developed. It is easy 
to com

m
ute to and from

 w
ork in 

S
kara tow

n and the buses leave for 
the larger cities in the surrounding 

m
unicipalities every 30 m

inutes 
during the w

eekdays (V
ästtrafik, 

2015). H
ow

ever the com
m

uting is 
different during w

eekends and at 
sum

m
ertim

e, w
hen m

ost tourists 
are visiting, w

ith few
er departures. 

A
s an exam

ple the bus to Falköping, 
that passes by H

errtorp m
ill, only 

leaves four tim
es a day during the 

sum
m

er m
onths w

ith the result of 
the inhabitants of S

kara to choose 
the car (V

ästtrafik, 2015).

T
he last 50 years w

e have ruined 
nature in a faster pace than ever 
before. N

ature reserves have an 
im

portant role in protecting valuable 
nature and today m

ost of the 
protected nature areas in S

w
eden 

are classified as nature reserves.
T

he purpose for N
atura 2000 is to 

stop the extinction of species and 

their habitat. It covers valuable 
nature areas w

ith species that need 
special protection from

 an E
uropean 

perspective (N
aturvårdsverket, 2015b 

&
 2015c).

bike paths, public transport and protected nature
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landsCape CHaraCter

various types oF landscapes
S

kara M
unicipality has the 

advantage of offering a varied 
landscape – from

 open fields to the 
m

ountain ridge of B
illingen, dense 

forest and ravines. 

T
he area of Valle has an unusual 

kam
e landscape w

ith at least one 
hundred sm

all lakes and a soft 
flow

ing landscape (V
ästsverige, 

2015). You can roughly divide the 
m

unicipality in seven landscape 
characters and to us it generally feels 
“typically S

w
edish”. 

representation of the landscapes in Skara m
unicipality 
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“hike in Valle”

Pilgrim’s path

Planteringen

Petersburg

Tempelbacka trail

Flian trails

lake hornborga

“path of health”

Uddetorp nature trail

towards Husaby

towards Skövde

towards Gudhem

“path of health”
“path of health”

“path of health”

eXisting trails

trails oF diFFerent character
T

here are a couple of w
alking 

trails in the m
unicipality today. 

T
he m

ore traditional, illum
inated 

ones for w
orkout are connected 

to S
kara tow

n – Petersburg (2,5-
6,5 km

), Tem
pelbacka (1,8 km

) and 
P

lanteringen. T
he “path of health” 

exists in m
ost of the com

m
unities in 

the m
unicipality.

For the people w
ho w

ant to follow
 

the path of the P
ilgrim

age a part of 
the track passes by Varnhem

, A
xvall 

and S
kara. 

B
y lake H

ornborga there are 
tw

o trails, U
tloppsleden and 

O
rebacksleden. U

ddetorp nature 
trail (6 km

) north of the city of S
kara 

and F
lianleden (15 km

), south of 
the city, are tw

o trails that seem
 to 

be forgotten w
ith unclear signage. 

M
oreover there is no m

ap over 
F

lianleden.

“H
ike in Valle” is the great pride 

of the m
unicipality w

hen it com
es 

to trekking. In the area you m
ove 

betw
een six different nature reserves 

and a changing landscape. In 
Vallebygden there are a variety of 
business thanks to the investm

ent 
that w

as m
ade in the area (S

kara 
Turistbyrå, 2015).

m
any w

alking trails in Valle but forgotten landscapes in other areas





3.
Considerations

- conclusion of the analysis
- character of the chosen areas
- trail typologies
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ConClusion of tHe analysis

our project
C

onsidering the analysis our 
project w

ill cover hiking trails in 
com

bination w
ith key projects, 

sm
aller structures. Together, these 

create a driving force that could 
m

ake people spend m
ore tim

e in 
nature. 

It’s im
portant and relevant from

 
m

any aspects. For exam
ple it goes 

w
ell together w

ith S
karaborg’s 

tourism
 strategy. S

kara is also 
surrounded by large roads that 
create barriers for people w

hen 
it com

es to m
oving from

 the city 
to the countryside and nature by 
foot or bike. It then becom

es an 
im

portant focus to enhance the 
connection and m

ovability over the 
barriers. 

In S
kara there are a lot of tourism

 
destinations but today they are not 
w

ell connected.  
From

 the analysis it becom
es 

im
portant to focus on the 

connections betw
een S

kara and the 
countryside, w

ith special focus on 
the areas south and north of S

kara 
tow

n. 

T
hese have a w

eak connection to 
the tow

n and although the nature 
is typical S

w
edish w

ith forest and 
farm

land they feel a bit forgotten. 
T

here are m
any hiking trails in the 

m
unicipality, especially in Valle, 

but they need better connections, 
both to each other and to the 
other com

m
unities. T

he bike paths 
also have great potential to be 
developed in the future.    

increasing know
ledge about nature
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T
he railw

ay from
 Skara to L

undsbrunn
T

he ravin at U
ddetorps nature trail

F
lian 

Storskogen

CHaraCter

north oF sKara - ravine, railWay & Farmland

south oF sKara - river, Forest & small-scale Farming 

T
he landscape north of S

kara 
tow

n varies a lot from
 farm

land 
and forest w

ith a ravine that goes 
from

 E
ast to W

est w
ith a stream

 
in the valley. A

n old railw
ay cuts 

through the open fields and the 
forest w

hich also contributes to the 
character of the area.  

A
 long the railw

ay there are tw
o 

stops w
ithin the m

unicipality - 
T

veta station and M
yråsen station. 

S
m

all structures for shelter m
arks 

the stations. 

N
earby M

yråsen an old arts and 
crafts shop is located. S

tarting at 
T

veta station, U
ddetorp nature 

trail runs long side the ravine in 
the dram

atic landscape. T
he trail is 

a bit neglected and not accessible 
everyw

here.   

T
his area of S

kara m
unicipality w

e 
feel is a bit forgotten and deserves 
m

ore attention and care. 
T

he railw
ay could also be used 

in another sense to give people a 
reason to get off at the stations. 

T
he river F

lian runs through the 
south of S

kara m
unicipality. C

lose 
to L

ake H
ornborga the river has 

been straightened out but further 
w

est it’s kept natural w
ith m

arshy 
m

eadow
s and stream

s. T
here is a 

lot of deep forest in the area w
ith 

points of sm
aller farm

lands. 

T
he trail F

lianleden goes through 
the area but unlike the nam

e it 
only connects to F

lian at one point 
and the turns back in to the forest. 
T

here is no w
ay to m

ove a long side 
F

lian except for the adventuresom
e 

w
ith solid shoes. To go canoeing is 

a better option at the m
om

ent, w
ith 

the possibility to stop at certain 
points to cam

p. 

W
e feel that F

lian is not a 
prioritized area for the m

unicipality 
despite the rich flora and fauna. 
Together the deep forest and the 
sm

all-scale farm
land create a 

beautiful landscape to m
ove around 

in.  

landscapes &
 destinations north &

 south of Skara tow
n
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trail typologies

a to b - pilgrim’s path
loop - petersburg

T
he P

ilgrim
’s path that goes past 

S
kara is based on a w

alk from
 one 

point to another. W
ith this principle 

there is no natural w
ay back to the 

starting point w
ithout w

alking back 
the sam

e w
ay.  

If you w
ant to go back to the starting 

point this is a problem
 and not very 

likely due to the fact that it’s not a 
new

 experience to w
alk the sam

e 
path again.   

M
any recreational and running trails 

in S
w

eden have the sam
e starting 

and ending point, as a loop. T
he 

trail is som
etim

es extended w
ith the 

sam
e principle, like in Petersburg, 

or w
ith different trails w

ith different 
lengths. 
  A

 loop is practical if you get there 
by car or bike since it returns to the 
starting point. A

lthough they tend to 
be a bit boring w

ith alw
ays going the 

sam
e loop and like “A

 to B
” no new

 
sights or experiences. 

structures for hiking trails

Which structure?
To create a future vision for hiking 
trails in S

kara m
unicipality w

e have 
studied different structures of trails. 
T

here are three different principles 
in S

kara alone. T
hese are also the 

m
ost com

m
on in general in S

w
eden. 

B
ased on this m

apping it w
as 

possible to evaluate and consider 
pros and cons for the principles in 
order to create a new

 structure that 
w

ill be the base for the project.  

?
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netWorK - “hiKe in valle”

our conclusion

For the hiking trails in “H
ike in 

Valle” another structure is applied. 
H

ere, the trails cross each other at 
certain points and it’s possible to 
w

alk only a sm
all part of the trail or 

to return to the starting point earlier 
than planned. 

It’s a type of netw
ork that m

akes the 
hike easy to adapt for m

any different 
target groups and over the year.    

In our project w
e decided to 

w
ork and developed the netw

ork 
structure. T

his, in order to attract 
m

any different target group and to 
m

ake it easy w
ay to w

alk in nature 
due to the fact that the trails are 
ajustable in length.     

A
t the crossing points, the nodes 

created by the netw
ork becom

e 
im

portant. A
t the different locations 

sm
aller structures such as a 

sauna, a nature lab for kids or art 
installations in nature enhances the 
character of the landscape.
W

hen these principles are added 
together a hiking trail is created 
w

hich can be w
alked m

any tim
es 

and not becom
e boring. It enables 

for excursion, experiencing the 
local nature and hopefully a 
w

ill to discover new
 trails. T

his 
structure could be applied to S

kara 
m

unicipality in order to connect 
the different trails and existing 
destinations.  





4.projeCt
- introduction
- goal &

 concept
- inspiration “N

aturum
”

- strategies
- design principles
- the large netw

ork
- the sm

all netw
ork

- key projects
- seasons
- the project’s phases
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introduCtion
four levels of structure

structure oF the project
In our proposal w

e have been 
w

orking w
ith a system

 of four 
levels: goals, a koncept, strategies 
and design principles. T

he 
com

prehensive goals is about 
reaching out to people and 
spreading know

ledge about nature 
in order to connect people and the 
tow

ns w
ith the local nature. 

To create a picture of w
hat this 

could be as w
ell as our view

 on 
how

 the proposal could w
ork, w

e 
developed a concept based on the 
goals. It describes the content of 
the project on a conceptual w

ay 
w

here w
e took inspiration from

 
a N

aturum
, like the one by L

ake 
H

ornborga. 

B
ut instead of placing it on a 

specific place in the m
unicipality 

w
e decided to spread it out over a 

larger area. 

T
he strategies, w

hich are based on 
the concept and reaching tow

ards 
the goals, are a w

ay to describe the 
project in different scales. T

hey are 
three scales w

here the first looks 
at the w

hole m
unicipality and the 

connections betw
een different 

areas. 

T
he second level zoom

s in on the 
areas just south and north of S

kara 
tow

n and the last level describes 
the key projects and their locations, 
either in places w

ith special nature 
that are a bit forgotten or in the 
nodes created by the netw

ork w
ith 

the existing destinations. To go w
ith 

the strategies there are four design 
principles that sets the criteria’s for 
the project.  
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goals & ConCept

concept - a spread out naturum
goals

a cohesive concept for three goals

W
ith an increased know

ledge 
about nature, the environm

ental 
aw

areness im
proves, and the value 

of nature rises. T
his could be done 

by spreading inform
ation and 

enhancing the senses through 
experiences in nature.   

W
ith a im

proved value of nature, 
the m

ental connection betw
een 

rural and urban areas is stronger, 
w

hich enhances S
kara’s identity as 

a m
unicipality w

ith qualities in both 
city and the surrounding landscape.  

W
ith stornger physical connections 

betw
een urban and rural, the 

accessability to nature increases 
w

hich m
akes it easier for people 

to get out in nature. T
hrough visits 

to nature, the m
ental and physical 

health could be im
proved. 

KnoWledge - increased value oF nature

connecting urban & rural - stronger identity

human & nature - improved mental & physical health

What? the gate to nature
“A

 N
aturum

 is a visitor center for an area. T
he purpose is to create a gate to 

nature in general and to a specific area in particular. T
he visitor can, in an 

exiting w
ay, be able to learn about the local nature and also get inspired to 

go out in nature.” H
ere, the visitor gets know

ledge about the local anim
als, 

plants, geographic and culture history of the landscape in w
hich the 

N
aturum

 is located. (N
aturvårdsverket, 2015d).

 Why spread out? - more accessible
B

y spreading the know
ledge across a larger area rather than a specific 

location, the value of different landscape characters could be im
proved. A

 
N

aturum
 that is outspread is m

ore accessible w
hen it can reach m

ore target 
groups w

ith different interests and needs. 

Why in sKara? - many diFFerent landscape characters
T

here are m
any nature areas in S

kara m
unicipality that are forgotten or 

neglected. T
he connection betw

een these and the existing destination points 
should be stronger in order to enable for m

ore people to experience the 
local nature.   
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F
igure 8

F
igure 9

F
igure 10

description of other N
aturum

 in Sw
eden

N
aturum

 H
öga K

usten has the 
purpose to inspire the visitor to take 
part of the cultural and geographical  
history of the area as w

ell as 
encourage discovering the area. 

T
here is an exhibition about H

öga 
kusten and inform

ation about 
S

kuleskogens national park and 
nature reserve. T

he visitor can see 
m

ovies and slide show
s about the 

areas unique land uplift (N
aturum

 
H

öga K
usten, 2015).

N
aturum

 V
ålådalen gives inspiration 

and know
ledge about V

ålådalen’s 
nature reserve and the goal is to 
create a w

ill to experience. T
he 

visitor can learn about m
ountains, 

anim
als and nature and culture.

In N
aturum

 V
ålådalen there is an 

“experience-room
” w

here the visitor 
can get a sense of how

 the m
ood 

changes w
ith light and sound in the 

first m
onths of the year for exam

ple 
(N

aturum
 V

ålådalen, 2015).

N
aturum

 Vattenriket gives the visitor a 
taste of experiences of K

ristianstad’s 
w

aterarea w
here the environm

ent 
includes deciduous forest, w

illow
, 

m
eadow

s, dry land and sea.   

T
he visitor can w

atch the birds in 
the lake from

 the roof terrace or the 
panoram

ic w
indow

s, take a w
alk in 

the area or a boat ride in the river 
(N

aturum
 Vattenriket, 2015).

naturum vÅlÅdalen
naturum hÖga Kusten

naturum vattenriKet
T

he m
ap above show

s different 
N

aturum
 in S

w
eden. To the right 

is a few
 of them

 presented to give 
inspiration to the project and to 
create a greater understanding of 
w

hat a N
aturum

 is and can offer.  

naturum in sWeden
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the five senses
INFORMATION

strategies

Key projects
the small netWorK

the large netWorK

three levels of reaching the goals

In order to reach the goals w
ith 

increasing know
ledge about nature, 

strengthen connections betw
een 

rural and urban areas and im
proving 

health, it’ im
portant to look at the 

larger scale, the w
hole m

unicipality. 

T
he com

prehensive scale is 
needed in order to tie the w

hole 
m

unicipality and the different 
areas together w

ith the tourism
 

destinations. T
he result is that 

S
kara’s N

aturum
 is outspread but 

helps connect the m
unicipality 

together 

T
he sm

aller scale in zoom
ed in 

on S
kara tow

n and the areas 
north and south of the tow

n. T
he 

existing destination points could be 
connected to the new

 key projects 
and together create a netw

ork of 
trails. 

O
n this scale, principles for the 

physical connections betw
een the 

tow
ns and the countryside and 

nature as w
ell as typologies for trails 

in the netw
ork.

T
he sm

allest scale focuses on the 
nodes in the netw

ork w
ith sm

aller 
structures. K

ey projects w
ith 

different character and size are 
added in order to get people to go 
out in nature. 

T
hey are based on tw

o parts, the first 
is inform

ation in order to spread 
know

ledge about nature and the 
second is focusing on enhancing 
the five senses. E

very key project 
contributes to the total know

ledge 
that the outspread
N

aturum
 involves. 
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design prinCiples

something For everyone
a delicate approach

all year round
through out the day

A
ll locations can not be reached by 

everyone but the netw
ork should in 

total cover all target groups. S
om

e 
trails have a sm

oother m
aterial w

hile 
others have a m

ore challenging 
character. 

S
om

e trails in the netw
ork should 

be able to w
alk all tim

es of the day, 
som

e w
ith have light tracks and 

som
e lighting driven by solar cells 

and light up by m
otion sense. T

here 
needs to be separate lighting near 
and by the key projects for activities 
during evenings or during the w

inter 
m

onths. 

conditions for netw
ork and key projects

T
he key projects should be designed  

in a w
ay so that they can be rem

oved 
w

ithout harm
ing the nature. B

y 
not m

aking too large im
pacts in 

the area, the natural environm
ent 

is kept unspoiled and biodiversity 
protected.

T
he netw

ork and key project should 
be able to use during all seasons 
of the year, or at least m

ost of the 
key projects. T

he hiking trails could 
for exam

ple be prepared for cross-
country skiing in the w

intertim
e. 
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lake hornborga

Valle countryside

Skara Sommarland

Varnhem

Axevalla Horse race track
Skara

Ardala

Petersburg

Herrtorp mill Tveta

AXVALL
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tHe large netW
orK

a netWorK that connects

connecting rural &
 urban areas w

ith different landscape characters in the m
unicipality

O
n a com

prehensive level w
e have 

been w
orking on connecting the 

m
unicipality and the different 

tourist destinations in a netw
ork that 

covers larger areas. 
T

he netw
ork connects to existing 

hiking trails such as “H
ike in Valle” 

and the P
ilgrim

’s path as w
ell as less 

prom
oted destinations.   

W
e believe that this could attract 

both inhabitants and tourists to 
go out in nature, w

hich increases 
their know

ledge about the local 
nature, food production and the 
countryside. B

y learning about food 
production, the value of agriculture 
could be im

proved. B
y linking the 

different landscape characters a 
m

ore cohesive identity for S
kara 

m
unicipality is created. 
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netWorK - today
netWorK - in the Future

E
xisting destinations in a netw

ork 
covering the w

hole m
unicipality. 

T
he long distances betw

een the 
points create gaps in the netw

ork 
and therefore it’s not fine enough to 
m

ake the areas seem
 connected.

E
xisting destination points together 

w
ith new

 key projects creates a 
sm

aller and finer netw
ork w

here 
the distances betw

een the points 
becom

e a lot shorter.     
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biKe ConneCtions
no car-dependency to get around betw

een destinations

important linKs to north & south areas
A

n im
portant part that is m

issing in 
the large netw

ork is the link betw
een 

S
kara tow

n and L
ake H

ornborga 
and further to the other destinations. 

T
he strategy that S

kara’s 
m

unicipality is w
orking on for 

bike paths should include a w
ay to 

connect the tourism
 attractions and 

destinations in order to be able to 
used the bike to get betw

een them
. 

Today, it’s possible to ride a bike to 
L

ake H
ornborga on a country road 

that could be unsafe w
ith cars going 

in high speed. A
 w

ay to m
ove m

ore 
protected could be a separate bike 
path next to the road. 

Section
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0
1

2km

N

Lundsbrunn

MYRÅSeN STATION

TVETA STATION

trolley rental
pedestrian
underpass

GÖTENE municipality

SKARA municipality

railWay trolleys & biKe patH

Today the old railw
ay is only used a 

couple of tim
es per w

eek during July 
and A

ugust and at N
ew

 Years E
ve. To 

activate the railw
ay and use the w

ay 
to L

undsbrunn, w
e suggest rental of 

trolleys for the railw
ay. T

his could be 
located close to U

ddetorp school of 
agriculture and S

karaberg. 
A

 path for biking and w
alking 

should be located along the railw
ay. 

T
his could connect to the new

 
residential area that’s planned 
nearby and m

ake it easier to get out 
in nature as w

ell as to L
undsbrunn.    

Section

activate the old railWay

developm
ent of bike paths N

orth of Skara tow
n
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E
xisting destinations

C
onnections - urban &

 rural
N

ew
 key projects

Ideas for projects - not developed yet
H

iking trails

enhanced connections to north & south 
In our project w

e have chosen to 
w

ork w
ith netw

orks. T
his, because 

it could attract m
ore people and 

to offer a w
ider range of w

alking 
distances w

ithin the netw
ork. T

his 
also creates m

ore varied paths.
T

he netw
ork reaches betw

een 
S

kara tow
n and the areas just 

N
orth and S

outh of the tow
n. T

his 
offers people the opportunity to 
m

ove in and betw
een the different 

landscapes and destinations. T
he 

link betw
een urban and rural areas 

is im
portant due to the fact that the 

tow
n is surrounded by large roads 

that becom
es barriers. T

hey are 
difficult to cross on foot and by bike. 

T
he sm

all netw
ork is connected 

w
ith the large to com

plem
ent the 

areas that are not linked today. T
he 

netw
ork attaches to w

ell developed 
destinations, som

e that could be 
developed m

ore or take advantage 
of the netw

ork, and the new
 nodes 

w
here the key projects are added.    

the sm
all netw

ork as a part of the large
tHe small netW

orK
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herrtorp mill

halla mill

Halleberg B&B

petersburg

Brogården

planteringen

myråsen

nabbeborg

Uddetorp agricultural school

lake hornborga estuarie

Pingstavallen viewpoint

Tveta station

the world of knowledge

flian’s sauna
botorp marchy 
meadows

info-box

art in nature

shelter

storskogen’s viewpoint
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site-speciFic Key projects 
Key projects in nodes

existing destinations

existing and new
 nodes

P
ingstavallen’s location, betw

een the 
tw

o ravines m
akes it a special place 

that could be enhanced to increase 
the attraction of the area and the 
dram

atic landscape. C
lose by is T

veta 
station located, w

hich is one of the 
stops along the old railw

ay. To m
ake 

the place a destination for those w
ho 

ride on the train or live in the area, 
the station could be developed w

ith 
a focus on food production.

B
otorp m

arshy m
eadow

s near the 
river F

lian in the south has a unique 
nature but to enable m

oving in the 
w

et area, a new
 structure for w

alking 
is needed.     

In the nodes that are created by 
the netw

ork w
hen the existing 

destination points attaches to the 
previous locations, new

 sm
aller 

structures could be places. T
hey 

don’t require a specific location 
but instead becom

e activities in the 
netw

ork. T
hey could be structures to 

cam
p in, som

ething that enhances 
nature or enables new

 experiences 
and w

ays to look at nature.   

T
he existing destinations that the 

project attaches to are structures 
near S

kara tow
n that could be 

developed and recieve a new
 

attraction. T
hese could be L

ake 
H

ornborga w
ith the estuary in F

lian 
and the bird-w

atching tow
er or 

Petersburg recrational and running 
trails. O

thers are H
errtorp m

ill and 
the old ruins from

 N
abbeborg by 

the ravine. T
he project proposals 

in the course that w
ork on 

U
ddetorp school of agriculture 

and the old veterinary school near 
S

L
U

, B
rogården deal w

ith food 
production and renew

able energy. 
T

hese could be tied to our project 
since they have public areas w

ith 
café and restaurant w

hich becom
e 

display w
indow

s for these questions.

destinations
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flat terrain with solid ground: unpaved road, lighted track

varied terrain: country road & nature trail, parts with motion controlled lighting

rough terrain: nature trail with high climbs

123

typology trails
three tupologies that the different segm

ents are designed according to

trails For everyone
T

he hiking trails in the netw
ork 

southern and northen of S
kara has 

varied character. S
om

e trails are 
accessible for everyone, w

hile som
e 

are m
ore challenging. H

ow
ever, 

everybody can m
ove around 

according to the “netw
ork principle” 

and you never m
eet a dead end, 

you can allw
ays go around w

ithout 
having to see the sam

e things tw
ice. 

T
he inner netw

ork exists of m
ore 

challenging parts, w
hile the paths 

are m
ore sm

ooth and steady further 
out.
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G
ång- och cykeltunnel under E

20, vid industriom
rådet i sydväst

G
ång- och cykeltunnel vid bostadom

råde i sydost

G
ång- och cykeltunnel under E

20, vid Petersburg (B
iskopsB

engtsgatan)

viaducts & underpasses

urban & rural ConneCtions
physical connections from

 Skara tow
n

S
kara tow

n is surrounded by 
im

portant larger roads and the only 
w

ay to go by bike or by w
alking to 

the areas in the edges of the tow
n 

is through underpasses. T
hese can 

often by thought of as unsafe due to 
inadequate lighting.

To create m
ore attractive links to and 

from
 the tow

n it’s im
portant to w

ork 
w

ith the underpasses. B
y im

proving 

them
 they can be percieved as nice 

gates rather than a neccessary evil to 
pass under the roads.

B
elow

 pictures show
 som

e of the 
existing underpasses, w

ho all w
ould 

need an update.
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0

500
1000m

new pedestrian underpass

N

wooden grid
& lighting

INformation & map
of nearby

hiking trails

wooden grid
& ivy

design principles
In the proposal below

 w
e describe 

a principle on how
 to w

ork w
ith 

the design of the underpasses. B
y 

involving a softer m
aterial such as 

w
ood as w

ell as lighting in a creative 
w

ay together w
ith greenery the 

underpass feels nicer and safer. To 
m

ore im
prove the safety around 

them
 it’s im

portant to also light up 
the area in closest connection. T

his 
principle could be applied on all 
existing underpasses.

P
rinciple design underpass, B

iskops B
engtsgatan



W
EST TRAIL

TRAIL TYPOLOGY
Flat terrain with solid ground

CLIMB
2 meters

DESTINATIONS
The World of Knowledge
Art in Nature
Halla Qvarn

INFORMATION

W
EST

TRAIL

1,5

5 km

W
EST TRAIL

YOU ARE HERE:
The World of Knowledge

W
EST TRAIL

EAST TRAIL
LENGTH
5 km

Cow
Oak leaf

Corten steel
pine
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To m
ake the trails easy to follow

 
and create a gathered im

pression 
a coherent signage is proposed. 
T

he m
aterials pine and C

orten 
steel interact w

ell w
ith the natural 

expressions and the signs are thus 
subtle additions. L

arger boards in 
the beginning of the trail let you 
know

 m
ore about the trail - length, 

typology and destinations that can 

be reached along the w
ay. T

he text is 
com

plem
ented w

ith a colour coded 
m

ap in the trail’s specific colour. 
A

long the paths there are sm
aller 

guiding signs and cubes you could 

sit on. A
long the w

ay larger and 
sm

aller inform
ation boards appear 

w
ith picture and text that lets you 

know
 m

ore about the cultural and 
natural landscape, flora and fauna.

signage

design principle

a coherent signage as guidance and inform
ation boards
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CORTEN STEEL

HELLO NATURE!

PINE
GlasS

en utställningsbox för att öka m
edvetenheten om

 naturen
infoboX

To increase the aw
areness about 

nature and the netw
ork that is 

created on the countryside, an info 
box that is placed in S

kara tow
n is 

proposed. T
he info box stand on 

w
heels and is thereby m

ovable and 
could be m

oved around in the tow
n, 

som
ething the tourist office could 

be responsible for. T
he box could 

be locked w
ith a padlock attached 

to the handle to prevent unw
anted 

m
ovem

ent. T
he info box interacts 

w
ith the signage through chose of 

m
aterial. T

he top and tw
o of the 

sides are in glass. S
chool classes 

could be have exhibitions about 
anim

als, nature and food production 
by putting item

s in it. It’s a flexible 
spreader of know

ledge that helps 
connecting urban and rural.

hello nature!



shelter

Tveta station

pingstavallen
viewpoint

botorp marshy meadows
flian’s sauna

storskogen viewpoint

the world of knowledge

art in nature infobox
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neW destinations 

Key projeCts
new

 destinations in the sm
aller netw

ork

1. S
helter

2. F
lian’s S

auna
3. B

otorp M
archy M

eadow
s

4. A
rt in N

ature
5. S

torskogens V
iew

point
6. T

he W
orld of K

now
ledge

7. P
ingstavallens V

iew
point

8. T
veta S

tation
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0
25

50
m

N

sHelter

a protected breaK
It cracks and breaks in the forest. 
T

he scent of pine needles and w
et 

m
oss. T

he rain spat on the ceiling. 
A

 grilled hot dog over an open 
fire. Few

 things give us as good 
understanding of nature as a sleep 
overnight.

T
he shelter is placed close to a trail 

and refer to w
here a tent could be 

set up. It gives the hiker a space for 
a break and possible overnight stay 
and protects tow

ards both w
eather 

and w
ind. T

he benches are w
ide 

enough to sleep on. 

T
he shelter exist in tw

o sizes and 
could be placed in different parts of 
the netw

ork.

position
senses

target group

to get here

inspiration

C
ot

C
ranes



nyCKelprojeKt 6

layout 1:50
layout 1:50
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section 1:50

section 1:50
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0

25
50 m

N

0
25

50
m

B
eaver lodge

senses

target group

to get here

position

flian’s sauna

become one With nature
T

he w
alk along the F

lian sw
ings 

as the river w
inds through the 

countryside. T
he narrow

 nature path 
goes past the fields and m

eadow
s, 

som
etim

es even through som
e dense 

forest but quickly out again.

Tree branches hanging dow
n in 

the w
ater and along the w

alk you 
can see how

 the river flow
s from

 
H

ornborgasjön, som
etim

es rapidly. 
If you are lucky, you can catch sight 
of one of the beavers that live here. 

A
t the old w

ooden bridge across 
F

lian m
ake the trail a turn and 

change sides of the river. O
n the 

south side, just a few
 m

eters from
 

the bridge, you can glim
pse a sauna 

dow
n by the w

ater’s edge.

C
overed in greyed pine w

ood it 
blends into the landscape. A

fter 
the steps dow

n the stairs to the 
bridge you can see across to the 
field on the other side betw

een the 
tw

o buildings. To the left there’s 

a sm
aller changing room

. For the 
outdoor show

er you have to pum
p 

rainw
ater that is collected on the 

containers on the roof to cool off 
after the sauna. A

t the trail back up 
the stairs there’s a outside toilet.

O
n the bridge you can sit in the 

niches of the building and take part 
of the landscape and the rapid river. 
A

t the tip of the bridge, one can feel 
the w

ater or take the sm
all ladder 

dow
n to take a dip in the river.

From
 the chim

ney on the roof of 
the sauna you can see sm

oke from
 

the w
ooden fire. If you get in to the 

sauna you’re im
m

ideately struck 
by the heat. To sit on the w

ooden 
benches on a rainy autum

n day 
m

akes everything else disappear.

T
hrough the w

ooden grid in front 
of the w

indow
 you can see how

 the 
expressions of the fields and forests 
change w

ith the seasons of the year.

inspiration 
A

 lot of beavers live along the F
lian 

river. T
heir lodges exist of a eating 

area and sleeping space. T
he road to 

get into the heat takes place in three 
steps, the first out in the w

ater, then 
up to the eating space to at last com

e 
to the sleeping space. 
In the sauna you first have to get out 
to the w

ater on the bridge, then in to 
the changing room

 to finally be able 
to get into the heat of the sauna.
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layout 1:100

section 1:100
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0
100

200
m

N

bird watching stairs
wooden foot-bridges

wood connects to wood 
or corten steelbox - 

“look down”

extensions

box - 
“peek out”

box - 
“look around”

benches

foot-bridge
bridge

hiking trail

senses

target group

to get here

position

botorp marsHy meadoW
s

on Wooden bridges through the cultural landscape
A

 bird is flying high up in the sky 
over the landscape, w

atching people 
w

alking in a slow
 pace along the 

river of F
lian. T

hey are w
alking 

on w
ooden bridges to get closer 

to the w
etland and the flourishing 

birdlife. B
otorp is influenced by the 

cultural history and the sm
all scale 

farm
ing land w

ith fields, stonew
alls 

and holts. T
he area is protected by 

the E
uropean netw

ork N
atura 2000 

because of its m
arshy m

eadow
s and 

natural grazing land w
ith a flora 

rich in species. T
hrough a variety 

in the trails w
ith stairs, boxes and 

overhanging places to rest the 
experience of nature is strengthen 
and gives the visitors the possibility 
to grasp the landscape. T

he bridges 
lead people through the different 
landscapes, forest, w

etland and 
w

ater. I SKOGEN
I SKOGskanten

över våtmarken
över flian

I SKOGEN
I SKOGskanten

över våtmarken
över flian

I SKOGEN
I SKOGskanten

över våtmarken
över flian

I SKOGEN
I SKOGskanten

över våtmarken
över flian

in the forest

on the edge of the forest

through the wetland

across the river
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senses

target group

to get here
position

58

0
50

100
m

N

art in nature

KnoWledge through art
T

he flow
ers are starting to bloom

 
and it is tim

e for S
kara A

rt W
eek. 

E
ven though the art is the nature 

and city all year around there is 
som

ething extra tonight. 

I w
onder if there are any new

 art 
w

orks this year? T
he idea is fun, to 

let art highlight nature. “T
he tree 

cem
etery” really is an eye opener 

for the im
pact of cutovers in our 

landscape. W
ell, w

ell tim
e to pack 

the picnic and go!
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FLIANLEDEN

0
50

100
m

N

60

neW perspectives
A

 stair is w
iggling around a tree. 

U
p through branches and needles 

all the w
ay up to the treetops. W

hat 
does nature look like from

 new
 

perspectives? 

T
he w

ooden stairs has three 
landings on different levels to give a 
variety of view

s.

senses

target group

to get here

position

storsKogen VieW
 point
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nära Skara – Västra Götalands län

1 av 1

0
250

500 m “main playground”

hammocks and 
trampolines

parking

climb on trees

floating walkways

Megaphones in 
the woods

“birds nest”

 look out

“jump on logs”
0

12,5
25m

N

PETERSBURG 2,5 KM

PETERSBURG NATUre trail 5 KM

senses

target group

to get here
position

tHe W
orld of KnoW

ledge

KnoWledge through play
It is a nice autum

n day in S
kara and 

it is tim
e to seize the day and be 

outdoors. A
 w

alk to the forest in the 
southern parts, m

aybe bring som
e 

picnic so. A
nd, of course go to the 

w
orld of know

ledge so the children 
are happy. If they get tired w

e can 
take the bus hom

e.
I really like that it is som

ething for 
m

ost children in the area, even w
e 

grow
n-ups have fun.

It is interesting – how
 m

uch w
e do 

not know
 about nature. Today w

e 
m

ight learn som
ething new

, m
aybe 

about the birds or the breeze. 

W
e are lucky that the parent 

association started this w
orld of 

know
ledge and fun, and it has been 

grow
ing ever since. 
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future farm shops?

ravines of märska stream 

hiking trails

0
125

250
m

N
senses

target group

to get here

position

pingstaVallen VieW
 point

neW vieW points
O

utside the train w
indow

 the 
landscape passes by. It is cold and 
crisp outside but in indoors it is 
w

arm
 and cozy. ”N

ext stop T
veta 

S
tation!” 

U
ddetorp nature trails starts from

 
here along M

ärskabäckens gullies to 
P

ingstavallen and N
abbeborg. It is 

also possible to take m
ore accessible 

rout for visitors w
ith baby strollers. 

M
aybe som

eone buys fika from
 the 

farm
 shop? P

ingstavallen is a plateau 
w

here tw
o gullies m

eet and at the 
edge there is a view

 point. F
urther 

on is the site N
abbeborg, a m

ythical 
place for w

hat is believed to be a 
m

edieval fortress.
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In the area around 
T

veta station there 
are a lot of farm

s w
ith traditional 

barns. T
he structure of the barn 

w
as the inspiration for the new

 
destination at T

veta to reflect the 
surrounding landscape and history.

train history

rail way

cultivating

cabin with 
lavatory

green house

mini farm

trolleys

agriculture history

smell the agruculture

listen to agriculture

0
12,5

25m

N

inspiration

senses

target group

to get here
position tVeta station

a Future KnoWledge centre For Farming
It is raining. O

ur plan w
as to go 

to S
kara S

om
m

arland. W
hat can 

w
e do instead? T

he w
om

an at the 
tourist inform

ation looks happy 
and tells us to go to T

veta S
tation. 

“U
nfortunately it m

ight be hard to 
take the railw

ay trolleys because of 
the w

eather. B
ut you can take the 

bus or even the car to the station”.  

A
fter she had told us about the 

exhibitions and that w
e can try 

ourselves w
e decided to go. 

T
he station is full of kids w

ho 
experience how

 to be a farm
er and 

they can learn how
 the farm

ers role 
has changed. 
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plan 1:200
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phase 1
phase 2

phase 3
phase 4

phase 5

W
hen U

ddetorp 
nature path has 
been developed 
and m

ore used 
there is a need 
for a heated 
cabin. S

kiing and 
Friluftsfräm

jandet 
build a sm

all, 
basic house by 
T

veta S
tation, the 

starting-point for 
the destination. 

M
eanw

hile the trails 
in the north are 
being established 
and draisines rented 
out by D

raisine 
A

ssociation at 
U

ddetorp S
chool 

the cabin w
ill be 

used m
ore. People 

living in the area 
are engaged and 
people desire that 
m

ore things happen 
on the site. “S

kara 
is farm

ing” starts a 
sm

all scale farm
ing. 

To buy seeds and 
plants a fee is paid to 
the organization. 

T
he farm

ing is 
popular and a green 
house is built by the 
cabin. S

kiing- and 
Friluftsfräm

jandet, 
w

ho collaborates w
ith 

“S
kara is farm

ing” 
find old w

indow
s and 

doors on a recycling 
station and can 
therefore build cheap. 
W

hen the farm
ing 

is grow
ing they start 

up harvest m
arkets 

together w
ith local 

farm
ers. 

T
he draisine rent out is now

 know
n 

as a popular activity for fam
ilies 

during the sum
m

er m
onths. T

he 
D

raisine A
ssociation has an interest 

in developing T
veta S

tation as a 
strong, attractive destination. A

t the 
sam

e tim
e m

ore people show
 interest 

in farm
ing. 

T
he groups m

eet and start up a 
“try out”-area w

here people can 
experience w

hat it is like to live as 
a farm

er, how
 to cultivate and how

 
old steam

 trains w
ork. S

ince the 
association is non-profit they sell fika 
from

 tim
e to tim

e to earn som
e extra 

m
oney. 

N
ext phase of the project take place in 

year 2030. T
he D

raissine A
ssociation, 

S
kiing- and friluftsfräm

jandet have 
collected m

oney from
 the business but 

also donations. F
inally they can build a 

”real” house for the ”try out”-area since 
there is a need for indoor activities in the 
m

unicipality. Together w
ith the R

ailw
ay 

m
useum

 they organise a historical part 
about the railw

ay and farm
ing as w

ell as 
an interactive part w

here you can sm
ell, 

feel and listen to farm
ing to get a better 

understanding for the occupation. 

T
veta S

tation has becom
e a destination 

as w
ell as a m

eeting point for the trekking 
in the northern parts of S

kara. T
he future 

looks bright and new
 plans are starting to 

flourish. M
aybe the café has to be bigger? 

O
r m

aybe add an extra floor to the try out-
area?



nature in the winter

orienteering & sauna

mushroom exhibition

harvest festival
at tveta stationschool trip 

to the world of
knowledge 

canoeing &
sauna

midsummer celebration
at tveta station

kindergarten 
exhibits 
spring items

workshop for
new nature
installations

art walk 

cross-country 
skiing & bbq

swim and sauna

sledding at 
pingstavallen

bird-watching at botorp 
& in storskogen

workshop for
new projects farming day

at tveta station

66

seasons
flexibilitet hos nyckelprojektetn

S
ince the w

eather is better during the 
sum

m
er m

onths that’s w
here m

ost of 
the activities are. T

hough w
e find it 

im
portant to add projects that w

ork all 
year round no m

atter w
hat the w

eather 
is like.

M
any of the key projects can w

ork 
differently depending on the season. 
W

e think that by observing the different 
seasons and starting up events the key 
projects can m

ake children understand 
m

ore about nature. S
chools and 

kindergartens can use the key projects 
for  school trips.  

activities througout the year
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projeCt pHases

project realiZation 

realization of the project in seven stages, from
 year 2016-2030

1 - hiKing map
2 - WorKshop With actors

3 - inFo-box
To inspire and help the inhabitants 
of S

kara and tourists to open their 
eyes about the local nature it is 
im

portant that there are elem
ents in 

the city. A
s an exam

ple it could be 
the inform

ation box that w
e propose. 

It can easily be assem
bled and 

m
oved around in the city.

In the beginning it can w
ork 

as a school project for children 
of different ages. C

hildren are 
extrem

ely creative and good at 
prom

oting school projects for 
friends and fam

ily.

It is im
portant to early investigate 

w
ho the stakeholders for the project 

are. A
s an exam

ple the m
unicipality 

can buy a couple of draisines to 
start w

ith and later on let a private 
entrepreneur to run the hiring. 

A
s a proposal H

ushållningssällskapet 
and the tourist inform

ation 
can adm

inistrate one or several 
w

orkshops to connect interested 
actors w

ho can realize the project. 

T
he project can start today, in 

January 2016, w
hen the proposal is 

handed over to the planning office 
at S

kara m
unicipality. S

ince w
e 

have m
apped out existing trails and 

destinations there is now
 a coherent 

source of inform
ation, som

ething 
that w

as m
issing earlier. 

W
e propose that the first step is to 

send a m
ap of the existing trails to 

the inhabitants of the m
unicipality 

as a w
ay to inspire people to go out 

and experience nature. 

T
he project “N

aturally!” could 
be realized as a couple of 
different projects w

ith a variety of 
stakeholders since it easily can be 
divided to sm

aller pieces. S
om

e of 
the key projects can be developed 
throughout a couple years, such as 
T

veta S
tation and B

otorps m
ader.

T
his project needs interested and 

com
m

itted people, organisations and 
com

panies. W
e see the non-profit 

sector and associations as strong 
groups w

ith a lot of engagem
ent and 

w
ill. 

T
he key projects can w

ork as 
m

eeting points and create a feeling 
of pride and belonging. W

ith help 
from

 H
ushållningssälskapet w

e 
believe that the trails can be realized, 
as a suggestion in connection to 
w

hen the key projects are being 
built. 
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4 - Key projects
5 - hiKing trails

6 - the small netWorK
7 - the large netWorK
W

hen the sm
all netw

ork is 
developed it can be further advanced 
to connect other w

alking tracks and 
destinations w

ithin the m
unicipality. 

Year 2030 a netw
ork that connects 

the different tourist destinations and 
com

m
unities has been created. T

he 
inhabitants and tourists can easily 
m

ove around in the m
unicipality 

and discover the nature. T
he 

identity of S
kara is strengthened 

as a m
unicipality w

here qualities 
from

 city and countryside are w
ell 

connected. 

A
 netw

ork is created gradually, north 
and south of the city of S

kara, w
ith 

the developm
ent of the key projects 

and the connections. T
he different 

key projects can w
ork as dom

ino 
effect since new

 nodes are created 
and the w

ish for another project 
arises.

A
t the sam

e tim
e as the key projects 

are developed the trails betw
een 

them
 are built and connect the 

projects w
ith existing destinations. 

T
he trails can be developed and 

taken care of by the m
unicipality. To 

m
ake them

 as accessible as possible 
and at the sam

e tim
e be careful 

tow
ards nature they have different 

character in term
s of m

aterial, 
lightening and w

idth. 

S
tep four covers a large part of 

the process and w
ill probably 

take several years. M
aybe “T

he 
w

orld of K
now

ledge” is the first 
project, since it is connected to the 
earlier m

entioned school project, 
probably initiated by the school or 
a com

m
ited group of parents that 

w
ants to develop nature experiences 

for their children. T
he w

orld of 
know

ledge, like T
veta S

tation, can 
begin as a sm

aller project and grow
 

throughout the years. 
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disKussion

Why is the project important?
A

ccording to the author of the 
book U

rbanism
 in the A

ge of 
C

lim
ate C

hange (C
althorpe, P, 2011) 

urbanization is the solution to the 
clim

ate problem
s since dense cities 

does not require car dependency. 
T

hough, the risk w
ith urbanization 

is that green areas disappear on 
behalf of residential areas and today 
there is a trend to com

pensate the 
lack of green space by creating parks 
on rooftops. It is problem

atic since 

it m
akes accessibility to greenery a 

question of class – everybody cannot 
afford to live in buildings that offer 
rooftop gardens. 

M
oreover the planned green in 

the cities lack the characters that 
define good green spaces according 
to G

rahn &
 S

kärbäck (2015) in 
the m

agazine P
lan; w

ilderness, 
sereneness and pleasance. 
A

dditionally city parks are often 

surrounded by infrastructure 
and it is hard to get the quiet and 
tranquillity that nature offers, 
som

ething w
ee need in our stressed 

out societies. 

To decrease our levels of stress it is 
im

portant to find a sustainable w
ay 

of living and nature is im
portant for 

our m
ental as w

ell as physical health. 
U

nfortunately the trend today in 
urban planning is to densify our 

com
m

unities w
ith the argum

ent 
that it is the future of cities. It 
is problem

atic since green areas 
disappear and people have to be in 
the stressful concrete jungles that 
contribute to bad public health. 

KnoWledge
increase the value of 

nature

rural & urban connections
strengthen the identity of S

kara
people & nature

increase m
ental &

 physical health
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DE FEM SINNENA
INFORMATION

the large netWorK
connect the m

unicipality
Key projects

create destinations in the nodes
the small netWorK

enhance connections to north &
 south

O
ur goal w

ith the project is to join 
a future sustainable clim

ate w
ith an 

increased public health. R
esearch 

show
s that the m

ore tim
e people 

spend in nature and increase their 
know

ledge about it the m
ore they 

care and take responsibility to 
m

aintain its qualities – how
 can w

e 
take care of the planet if w

e do not 
know

 it? 

W
e think that local tourism

 
is im

portant for a sustainable 
developm

ent. G
oing to T

hailand 
during C

hristm
as and to M

allorca 
at the sum

m
er holidays is not 

environm
entally sustainable. To 

challenge these tourist destinations 
it is im

portant to offer interesting 
places in our ow

n country, close to 
w

here w
e live. T

hough it is obviously 
hard for w

alking trails in the 
m

unicipality of S
kara to challenge 

w
hite beaches in K

hao L
ak, but w

e 
see this project as an attem

pt to 
m

ake people open their eyes and 
discover their local surroundings. 
L

ocal tourism
 is a sustainable 

approach to the future.  

To increase the value of nature and 
m

ake it easier for people to m
ove 

betw
een urban and rural areas the 

project w
orks w

ith the connections 

underneath the surrounding 
roads around the city of S

kara. B
y 

strengthening the connections and 
prom

ote the countryside w
e believe 

that the identity of S
kara w

ill be 
strengthened. S

kara m
unicipality 

can becom
e a place on the m

ap 
regarding m

ore than only S
kara 

S
om

m
arland and L

ake H
ornborga. 

T
here are a lot of places to discover 

and be proud of. 

T
he concept w

ith a spread out 
N

aturum
 m

ade it easier to m
ake the 

project m
ore concrete – to start from

 
som

ething that already exist, a w
ell 

functioning structure to build upon. 

T
he thought behind the concept is 

to not focus all know
ledge on one 

place but rather let nature speak for 
itself. 

T
he key projects are exam

ples of 
activities and destinations that could 
be along the w

ay and one of the 
m

ost im
portant parts of the project 

are the actors. It is im
portant to find 

stakeholders that are interested in 
fulfilling the project. A

lso non-profit 
organizations have a great force if 
they are given space to flourish and 
w

hen driving spirits have started up 
one project other people w

ill find it 
easier to follow

 in their footsteps. 
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